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COLORADO RIVER CITIZENS FORUM 
County Administration Center, Board Chamber 

940 West Main Street, Suite 211 
El Centro, CA 92243 
September 28, 2022 

*Tentative Meeting Notes* 
 

Board Members in Attendance: 
Meghan Scott 
Patrick O’Dowd 
Brian McNeece 
Trina Hamby 
 
USIBWC Staff in Attendance: 
Sally Spener, U.S. Secretary, San Diego, CA 
Gilbert Anaya, Chief, Environmental Management Division, El Paso, TX 
Anna Morales, Area Operations Manager, Yuma, AZ 
 
Members of the Public in Attendance:  
There were approximately 9 members of the public in attendance.  
 
Welcome and Introductions: 
At 4:05 pm, Anna Morales, Co-Chair convened the Citizens Forum meeting and called the 
meeting to order.   
 
Presentation #1 U.S-MX Cooperation on the Colorado River Drought 
Presenter’s name: Sally Spener, U.S. Secretary, USIBWC 
Phone number: 915-503-5542 
Email address: sally.spener@ibwc.gov 
 
Questions/Answers: 
Q:  What happens to the Binational Water Scarcity Contingency Plan after 2026? 
A:  There are certain provisions in the Minute that would allow Mexico to have access to water  
savings after 2026 if/when the reservoir levels recover;  however, the expectation is to have a 
new Minute. 
 
Q: Will a new Minute renew with the new interim guidelines? 
A: Yes, we expect to continue the binational cooperation. 
 
Q: When Minute 323 expires, are those savings lost? 
A: We expect to have new Minute with terms for recovering the water; the existing Minute 
would allow the savings to be recovered after the Minute expires if/when the reservoir levels 
recover. 
 
Q: Mexico would be cut by 70,000 acre-feet (af) next year however, your table shows a total of 
104,000 af cut for Mexico for 2023? 

https://ibwc.gov/Files/CF_CO_Min323_Drought_092822.pdf
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A: Mexico will have a shortage sharing reduction of 70,000 acre feet and 34,000 acre feet 
Binational Water Scarcity Contingency Plan savings thus making a total of 104,000 acre feet for 
2023. 
 
Q: Will the reduction affect deliveries to the coast such as Tijuana?  
A: Mexico gives priority to municipal and industrial use.  There will be water for Tijuana. 
 
Q:  The $4 billion Inflation Reduction Act for the drought relief included the Colorado River 
Basin.  The farmers could be paid for fallowing lands, will it be similar in Mexico? 
A: I don’t know what the Mexico Government will determine to compensate the farmers or not 
and the impacts. 
 
Q: You mentioned Colorado River supply in Mexico is for agriculture and industrial use? 
A:  In general terms, domestic use is a priority in Mexico. 
 
Q:  The environmental projects, do they have a master plan and resources to achieve its goals? 
A:  Yes, the group identifies the resources, acres and goals.  The restoration criteria are reviewed 
by the Minute 323 Environmental Work Group.   
  
Q: Desalination projects in Mexico is an ongoing discussion and there are a lot of ambitious 
plans to import water from Mexico.  Are there ongoing discussions to import water from 
Mexico?  Is there current discussion to from Government to Government between both 
countries? 
A: There are many proposals and we receive calls regularly on this topic.   We have been briefed 
on some of them. 
 
Q: Are there plans and discussions to import water to the Salton Sea? 
A:  We have been briefed on the Salton Sea importation.  However, IBWC does not have any 
current discussions on this.  IBWC has responsibility for applying the 1944 Water Treaty and 
there would need to be a nexus with the treaty.   
 
Q: Does the water stored at Lake Mead have evaporation losses accounted for? 
A:  The implementing agreement has assessment charges to the stored waters. 
 
Q: On slide 15, you mention a meeting held in April.  Are there routine meetings scheduled? 
A: The Proactive Measures Workgroup has been meeting almost monthly since late last year. 
 
Q: Are the meetings in person? 
A: Depends, we have been having meetings both in person and virtually. 
 
Q: On slide 17, is the funding through NadBank? 
A: NadBank is not one of the funding partners on Minute 323.  Reclamation, through additional 
drought funding, could support the projects however, the project has to benefit system 
conservation. 
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Presentation #2 Planned New River Water Quality Study: 
Presenter’s name: Gilbert Anaya, Chief, Environmental Management Division, USIBWC 
Phone number:  
Email address: gilbert.anaya@ibwc.gov 
 
Questions/Answers: 
Q: 1000 mpn is the standard for E.coli? 
A:  Yes, for recreational use. 
 
Q: What does SOW stand for? 
A: Scope of Work. 
 
Q: Why are these tests not being done now? 
A: Cost and not listed as a parameter or water quality standard under Minute 264 wastewater 
monitoring.  With the other parameters to be tested, we are making sure to cover everything else 
not just wastewater. 
 
Q: What will the study results inform, the implementation and resources? 
A: It will show the infrastructure improvement or lack of.  Demonstrate the continued support 
partners in Mexico and NadBank.  However, if something comes up such as herbicides, then we 
need to investigate where it is coming from as that would be a concern.  It will allow for more 
exploration of what to look for. 
 
Q: With Minute 264 standards and given the technology that is in place for primary treatment, 
what treatment results can the study achieve? 
A: The current data shows the effluent discharged meets water quality goals and bacteria levels 
are low because they use disinfection.  They have improved their pumping plants.  They do find 
breaks and address the issues. 
 
Q: If the treatment plant is working properly, then secondary treatment wouldn’t be needed? 
A: Mexico follows it official regulation and builds wastewater facilities that treat to primary 
levels. There has been a transition in the U.S., under current regulations, to build treatment plants 
to achieve secondary treatment levels, which provides a higher level of treatment.  
 
Q: What does is cost to sample and analyze monthly? 
A: $250-300 per sample to analyze for biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), and chemical 
oxygen demand (COD). U.S. Section staff collect field data and other water quality parameters 
(pH, dissolved oxygen, temperature, and conductivity). 

https://ibwc.gov/Files/CF_CO_New_River_Water_Quality_Study_092822.pdf
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Q: Is the Binational Technical Committee (BTC) cover all the issues the entire border? 
A: Each BTC is specific to their region. 
 
Q: At the BTC meeting last week, something was quickly mentioned about a desalination plant 
for the New River? 
A: I’m not sure, there are no current discussions or projects at this time for desalination 
 
Q: Do you know if the trash issue is being addressed? 
A: The treatment plants do remove trash and debris prior to the flow entering the treatment plant.  
If there are concerns with the trash in the New River, this topic should be brought up at the BTC 
to discuss. There has been previous discussion on trash in prior years 
 
Q: Minute 264 has no recourse for addressing the issue or violating the Treaty? 
A: Minute 264 has no recourse, but IBWC has a mechanism in place to work with our Mexican 
counterparts to address concerns, such as not meeting the Minute.  It’s based on cooperation by 
both countries. 
 
Q: Assume the Zaragoza Wastewater Treatment Plant and the International Drain will be 
included in the study?  Will all the testing be in the U.S. or Mexico. 
A: Yes, it’ll include stations in both the U.S. and Mexico. We currently sample at four sites.  We 
intend to add additional sites.  We will discuss the location of the monitoring stations with the 
BTC and will consider their recommendations. 
 
Q: What lab would be used, in Mexico or U.S.? If sampling in Mexico, the sample would 
probably not meet the holding threshold for the lab. 
A: There are some differences between labs because of methods used.  We would follow 
guidelines for analysis to ensure samples meet holding times and other quality control measures.  
We have a contract lab, but we will determine with the BTC the lab to be used that will meet the 
objectives of the study. We are considering partnering as well with BTC entities. 
 
Q: Who is part of the group for making decisions on the SOW? 
A: the BTC 
 
Q: When will the draft SOW be shared with the BTC? 
A: At the next BTC meeting in November.  
 
Q: (Edith, Sonora Institute) Our group works and samples on the New River water shed.  We 
have identified some sites and would like to collaborate with the study.  We are very interested in 
providing input to the SOW. 
A: Thank you, we will coordinate with you and Francisco Zamora. 
 
 
Public Comment: 
Rebecca – please keep providing updates on the New River Water Quality Study for future 
meetings 
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Board Discussion/Suggested Future Agenda Items: 
The next Colorado River Citizens Forum will be on January 18, 2023 at 4:00 p.m.  Meeting 
tentatively scheduled to be held virtually. 

Co-Chairs to discuss and coordinate field trips for board members. Anna to follow up with all 
board members for suggested site visits. 

Trina Hamby would like a presentation on the delivery system in Mexico and the Tijuana 
aqueduct deliveries. 

Meghan Scott – Colorado River update from Reclamation for the January meeting. 

Patrick O’Dowd – could provide a Salton Sea update for the May meeting. 

Brian McNeece - New River Water Quality Study updates 

Meeting adjourned. 
 
 ** Meeting notes are tentative and summarize in draft the contents and discussion of 
Citizens Forum meetings.  While these notes are intended to provide a general overview of 
Citizens Forum Meetings, they may not necessarily be accurate or complete, and may not 
be representative of USIBWC policy or positions. 


