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Colorado River Citizens Forum 
Via Microsoft Teams 

January 18, 2023 
Tentative Meeting Notes* 

 
Board Members in Attendance: 
Meghan Scott 
Patrick O’Dowd 
Tina Shields 

Trina Hamby 
Elston K. Grubaugh 
Brian McNeece 

 
USIBWC Staff in Attendance: 
Maria-Elena Giner, Commissioner 
Sally Spener, U.S. Secretary 
Anna Morales, Area Operations Manager 
Gilbert Anaya, Chief, Environmental 
Management Division 
Jennifer Peña, Chief Legal Counsel  
Ramon Macias, Supervisory Civil Engineer 

Padinare Unnikrishna, Chief of the 
Engineering Services Division 
Isela Canava, Principal Engineer of 
Operations  
Jose Vela, Engineering Services Division 
Adrian Cortez, Hydrologist  

 
Members of the Public in Attendance: 
There were approximately 56 members of the public in attendance.  
 
Welcoming and Introduction Remarks: 
At 4:05 pm, Meghan Scott, Co-Chair convened the meeting and called the meeting to order.  
 
Presentation #1 Colorado River Update from Reclamation 
Presenters (in Presentation Order):  
Michael Bernardo, P.E., Deputy Chief, Boulder Canyon Operations Office 
Sarah Baker, PhD., Hydrologic Engineer, Upper Colorado Basin Region 
Amy Witherall, Binational Program Manager, Interior Region 8: Lower Colorado Basin 
The web page for the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement is 
www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/SEIS.html 
 
Questions/Answers: 
Q: Why were no structural alternatives considered in the EIS process?  You could remove the 
plug at the bottom of the reservoir and release water below dead pool. 
A: (Michael Bernardo) This is a fast-moving supplemental EIS to the 2007 guidelines. This is a 
separate activity than the EIS for the post-2026 guidelines, so whether structural alternatives are 
realized during that  is still to be determined. This EIS is to ensure that we are being agile and 
have the options and mechanisms in place to protect our infrastructure quickly which is 
essentially through conservation at this time. Additional information is available at 
https://www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/Post2026Ops.html.  
 
Q: When will Reclamation embark on the effort to update the 2026 guidelines? 
A: (Amy Witherall) In June 2022, we published a Federal Register Notice Request for Input to 
help develop operating strategies for post-2026. Reclamation also created an Integrated 

https://www.ibwc.gov/Files/CF_CO_CO_River_Update_From_Reclamation_011723.pdf
http://www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/SEIS.html
https://www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/Post2026Ops.html
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Technical Education Workgroup (ITEW) to ensure Colorado River partners have a common and 
accurate understanding of the underlying tools and concepts needed to meaningfully participate 
in the development of post-2026 operating alternatives. The first ITEW Meeting kicked off on 
December 7, 2022. More information is available here: 
https://www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/Post2026Ops.html. 
 
Presentation #2 Colorado River Water Conservation Efforts in Arizona 
Presenters (in Presentation Order):  
Patrick Dent, Assistant General Manager of Water Policy, Central Arizona Project 
Thomas Buschatzke, Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources 
 
Questions/Answers: 
 
Q: Has there been a discussion among the big voices along the river to hold another Colorado 
River Commission, like the Colorado River Compact that was previously formed? It seems like 
this is a time for everyone to get together and get in one room for a month or two.  
 
A: (Thomas Buschatzke) The basin states have had many meetings both virtually and in-person 
to discuss this. Although not  a commission,  there are governors’ representatives.  The Basin 
Project Act requires the Secretary of Interior to confer with governors or their designees on the 
annual operating plan. Those meetings have included the big water users.  
 
Q: What is the minimum Mead release required to fulfill the present perfected rights, Mexico, 
and losses below Mead? 
 
A: (Patrick Dent) An estimate off the top of my head,  to fulfill under the current uses, I think it 
needs somewhere between 5.7 and 6 million acre feet released from Lake Mead. 
 
Q: Why don't the states publicize when they're meeting to assure the public that there is an effort 
to come to an agreement to the public?  
 
A: (Thomas Buschatzke) The negotiators need room to be able to negotiate and have difficult 
conversations without attribution, and to test various proposals to see how they might impact our 
states and our water users. In Arizona, we have outreach to our constituents, we have public 
meetings. There are many opportunities for the public to follow what is going on through those 
presentations. We also have something in Arizona called the Arizona Review Consultation 
Committee. They have periodic meetings that are open to the public and usually available to 
stream. They also include opportunities for Q&As. We share as much as we can, without trying 
to create a chilling effect on the ability to have more conversations. 
 
Remarks from USIBWC Commissioner Maria-Elena Giner 
Commissioner Giner thanked the presenters for describing the challenges that are going on, and 
acknowledged USIBWC’s responsibilities on the topic.  
 
USIBWC is working hand in hand with U.S. states on this topic.  
 

https://www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/Post2026Ops.html
https://www.ibwc.gov/Files/CF_CO_CO_River_Water_Cons_Efforts_in_AZ_TB&PD_011823.pdf
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USIBWC met with Mexico earlier that day, and the two Sections are working together to identify 
more projects that can be done to help stabilize the system on the Colorado River.  
 
The U.S. and Mexican Sections of the IBWC recognize that Minute 323 as it currently stands 
may not work through 2026, and an ambitious schedule is in place to develop a Minute between 
the two countries that will address these conditions. The goal is to get Mexico’s commitments by 
mid-July.  
 
The other major item discussed with Mexico was around the water quality standards for the New 
River and adding additional water quality testing, which the Sonoran Institute is helping with.  
 
Questions/Answers: 
Q: Has the Commission been approached by IDE Technologies with regard to a proposed 
desalination facility in Puerto Peñasco that would supply water to Arizona? 
 
A: (Commissioner Giner) I don’t know of that one in particular. Tom Buschatzke chairs the 
Minute 323 desal group.  
 
A: (Thomas Buschatzke) To my knowledge the binational work group under Minute  323 has not 
been approached by IDE Technologies. They do not believe they need to go through the IBWC 
treaty process to get their project up and running in whatever approvals they need from Mexico. 
Through their proposal, they are looking to build pipelines across the Mexican border up into 
Arizona, and not have a connection to the Colorado River.  
 
Board Discussion/Suggested Future Agenda Items: 
Board member Brian McNeece suggested an  Update on Laguna Grande and restoration efforts 
in the Colorado River Delta.  
  Another suggestion was a presentation by John Entsminger about Conservation Updates from 
the Southern Nevada Water Authority. Or contrast various urban conservation efforts throughout 
the basin. 
 
Steve Anderson of the Southern Nevada Water Authority commented that they have a number of 
ongoing efforts.  They have banned nonfunctional turf, restricted swamp coolers, among other 
efforts, which has reduced per capita water use in Nevada significantly. 
 
Board members should email suggested agenda items to sumnercorbett@rational360.com 
 
The next Colorado River Citizens Forum will be on May 17, 2023 at 4:00 PDT.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:55 pm by Meghan Scott, Citizens Forum Co-Chair  
 
 
** Meeting notes are tentative and summarize in draft the contents and discussion of 
Citizens Forum meetings.  While these notes are intended to provide a general overview of 
Citizens Forum Meetings, they may not necessarily be accurate or complete, and may not 
be representative of USIBWC policy or positions. 
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