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SAN DIEGO CITIZENS FORUM 
March 4, 2021 

Webinar Meeting 
*Tentative Meeting Notes* 

 
Board Members in Attendance: 
Robert Karl Bradley 
Jill Galvez 
Jon Jacobson 
Thomas McAndrews 
Mitchell McKay 
Dante Pamintuan 
Mary Powell 
Matt Rich 
Alex Yakutis 
 
USIBWC Staff in Attendance: 
Daniel Avila, Acting Commissioner 
Ramon Macias, Supervisory Civil Engineer 
Xochitl Aranda, Acting Principal Engineer of Operations 
Sally Spener, U.S. Secretary 
Zenon Mora, Supervisory IT Specialist 
Scott Melvin, Civil Engineer Technician 
Gilbert Anaya, Supervisory Natural Resources Specialist 
Jennifer Pena, Chief Legal Counsel 
Lori Kuczmanski, Public Affairs Officer 
Rhianna Castro, Public Affairs Office Assistant 
 
Members of the Public in Attendance:  
There were approximately 48 members of the public in attendance.  
 
Welcoming Remarks: 
At 5:30 pm, Jon Jacobson convened the Citizens Forum meeting and called the meeting to order.   
 
Introduction and Meeting Synopsis presented by Daniel Avila: 
Mr. Avila is the acting Commissioner as of February 8.  He served as the Principal Engineer of 
Operations.  Xochitl Aranda is the acting Principal Engineer of Operations.  It is not known 
when a new Commissioner will be appointed by President Biden.  Mr. Avila is native to El Paso, 
graduated from the University of Texas in El Paso with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering and has been with IBWC for three-years.  He worked for the Federal Aviation 
Administration, Texas Department of Transportation and retired from El Paso Water as their 
Vice President of Engineering Operations. 
 
Projects/Information on the San Diego Field Office: 
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We are actively hiring for the Area Operations Manager and an engineering position for the San 
Diego office.  We are working with EPA to help identify projects that will benefit the region 
utilizing the $300 million in funds. 
 
Tonight’s meeting will include a meet and greet with Todd Gloria, City of San Diego Mayor, 
followed by a presentation by Xochitl Aranda on USIBWC activities in San Diego, and lastly a 
presentation on the County’s role in the Tijuana River Valley from Vice Chair Nora Vargas, 
Supervisor for District 1, County Board of Supervisors. 
 
Meet and Greet presented by Todd Gloria, City of San Diego Mayor: 
Mr. Gloria is the new Mayor of San Diego.  He expressed his interest and priorities for the 
Tijuana River Valley issues and the cross-border flows between the two countries.  He served in 
the state legislature and represented the communities of Imperial Beach, Coronado and the City 
of San Diego. The City of San Diego will be a partner in seeking solutions regarding pollution 
and cross-border collaboration.  Those interested in reaching out to Mr. Gloria and his team may 
also reach out to Ally Berenter, who is the senior staff on water issues and Rita Fernandez, 
Director of Global Affairs.  His team will work toward solutions for the Tijuana River Valley.  
He’s grateful for the $300 million funds and wants to get them deployed as quickly as possible.  
Too often, his predecessors didn’t recognize South Bay/border communities, his administration 
will be active partners with Chula Vista, Imperial Beach, Coronado, Tijuana and Baja California 
to make sure there is progress for the people in these communities. 
 
San Diego Field Office Activities Update presented by Xochitl Aranda: 
Q:  Alex Yakutis – Xochitl could you introduce yourself? 
A:  Ms. Aranda is a graduate of the University of Texas in El Paso with a Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering.  Worked for the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works and then a 
private design firm for several years.  Her background is in structural and construction 
management.  She has been with USIBWC for over four years.   
 
Personnel Status: 
The San Diego field office has three vacancies: Area Operations Manager, Civil Engineer, and 
Civil Engineering Technician.  Current personnel include Tania Velazquez, Administrative 
Assistant, and Scott Melvin, Civil Engineering Technician.  The second Civil Engineering 
Technician is a new position required to properly utilize the equipment that was purchased to 
mitigate trans-boundary flows.  In addition to regular duties and acting duties, Ms. Aranda is 
taking on the duties of the Area Operations Manager and the Civil Engineer until the positions 
are filled.  There is urgency to fill these positions as quickly as possible.   
 
Recruitment Actions: 
Human Resources has announced the Area Operations Manager and Civil Engineer positions and 
by February 16 they had received a list of qualified applicants.  Interviews were conducted for 
both positions the following week and offers were extended on March 3.  Both positions are 
pending acceptance which is expected to be received by March 5.  Depending on the duration of 
background investigations, those positions may be filled in 2-4 weeks. 
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Equipment Status: 
The ordered equipment that has been delivered are: Sandbags, 4 Chute Sandbag Filler Machine, 
6” Trash Pumps, Phaser V1000 Velocity Meter, and Portable Generators.  Pending equipment 
are: 289D3 Caterpillar Compact Track Loader, VACTOR Truck Sewer Cleaner, JCB 457 ZX 
Wheel Loader T4F, and Catch Basins.  The Catch Basins will be re-solicited.   

• Equipment information was provided: 
o 6” Trash Pumps are trailer mounted for easy transport. 
o Sandbags and Filling Machine will be used to mitigate trans-boundary flows 

which will be used by Mexico to convey river flows into PB CILA intake.  
Sandbags will be used to build temporary retention areas at Canyon collectors 
during dry season. 

o Portable Generators provide supplemental power to portable pumps 
o Velocity meters will be used to measure the velocity of flows at the canyon 

collectors and determine volume. 
• Equipment Training:  USIBWC contractor regularly trains the Mexican Contractor 

operators.  They also operate the equipment to ensure they are being used correctly and 
are operational. 

 
South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant Operations: 
Last year, the plant treated average effluent flow exceeding 25 million gallons per day (mgd) 
from August 2020 to December 2020.  With flows going up, we saw permit parameters increase 
and be exceeded.  With decline of flows, exceedances declined.  Additional flows above the 
design flow cause inefficiencies.   

• What caused excess flow? 
o Recent upgrades to pump station CILA enabled it to efficiently convey the 

Tijuana River flows into the international collectors.  At pump station 1 (PB 1) it 
only pumped what the Tijuana collection system could accept, which has reduced 
capacity due to collapsed pipes and other infrastructure issues, so the extra flows 
went to the South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Now with two 
pumps working that is not happening. 

o From February 19 to March 3, the Tijuana River gage measured peak flows of 1 
cubic meters per second (CMS), equivalent to 23 mgd, that occurred through the 
evening hours and dropped to zero flow in the early morning.  It was requested 
that CILA investigate the fluctuation in Tijuana River flows since USIBWC 
cannot travel into Mexico due to COVID-19 protocols.  

 
Contact Information: 
Xochitl Aranda, Acting Principal Engineer of Operations, 915-832-4133, 
Xochitl.aranda@ibwc.gov 
 
Questions/Answers: 
Q:  Karl Bradley - Where are the job vacancies posted? 
A:  Sally Spener - USAJobs.gov is the standard federal website where jobs are posted. 
 
Q:  Mitch McKay - Approximate costs of the equipment?   

mailto:Xochitl.aranda@ibwc.gov
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A:  Xochitl Aranda - Track loader $85,000, VACTOR truck $427,000 and Wheel Loader 
$230,000. 
 
Q:  Karl Bradley – International treatment plant design flow rate is 30mgd? 
A:  Sally Spener - 25mgd 
 
Q:  Dante Garcia - When did the new pumps begin full operation? 
A:  Xochitl Aranda - Chopper pumps came online August 3, 2021.  Vertical pumps will be used 
as required.  
 
Q:  Robert Davis - Are the slides or a recording available for the USEPA USMCA informational 
meeting that was on 2/26/2021? 
A:  Doug Liden - It is not recorded, however you may email me at liden.douglas@epa.gov for a 
copy of the presentation slides. 
 
Q:  Ryan Corp - Is the 25mgd at CILA or at the international water treatment plant? 
A:  Sally Spener - 25mgd is the design capacity at the South Bay International Wastewater 
Treatment Plant in the US. 
 
Q:  Matt Rich - What pollutants exceeded?  Bacteria? Others? 
A:  Xochitl Aranda - Did not have the details however she mentioned there were exceedances 
such as the average over a period of time.   
      Daniel Avila - They found solid exceedances on the secondary clarifiers there was an 
accumulation of sediment due to inflows exceeding the design capacity of 25 mgd.  
 
Q:  David Yow - Will the slides for today’s meeting be available? 
A:  Lori Kuczmanski - All slides will be made available on the USIBWC web page: 
https://ibwc.gov/Citizens_Forums/CF_SBIWTP.html. 
 
Q:  Matt Rich - Is the data on exceedances/constituents publicly available?  
A:  Xochitl Aranda – Will provide the data. 
 
Q:  Eric Syverson - Has MxIBWC provided a rain protocol for the operation of PB CILA? 
A:  Sally Spener - USIBWC has had a protocol in place for PB CILA for a few years.   
      Xochitl Aranda - If there is a rain event then PB CILA is turned off; they cannot operate 
during high flows.  After the rain event ends, there is a three-day waiting period to allow the run-
off to make its way to the PB CILA.  During the waiting period, PB CILA has to clean out their 
collection system and prepare for the pumps to come online again.   
 
Q:  Waylon Matson - When will the Minute 320 Sediment and Solid Waste working groups 
reconvene? 
A:  Sally Spener - Working to get Minute 320 work group meetings scheduled this spring. 
 
Q:  Eric Syverson - What are the parameters for turning PB CILA back on? Only determined by 
flow rates? The concern is pre and post dumping that is not rain or natural runoff.  Electricity has 
been a problem as well. 

mailto:liden.douglas@epa.gov
https://ibwc.gov/Citizens_Forums/CF_SBIWTP.html
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A:  Sally Spener - MxIBWC has made various improvements at PB CILA to be completed later 
this month.  This will ensure more reliable operation than in the past.  We will still have wet 
weather flow when pump capacity is exceeded but expect a reduction in dry-weather 
transboundary flows as a result of these pump improvements. 
 
Q:  Alex Yakutis - Will there be an EPA update by Xochitl and Daniel? 
A:  Daniel Avila – For the EPA projects under consideration, they went from 10 projects they 
were studying to five.   
 
Q:  Alex Yakutis - Do you have a general feeling about progress? 
A:  Xochitl Aranda - There has been a lot of progress and effort from the Mexican government to 
implement a lot of these improvements.  Confident we are moving in the right direction.   
 
Q:  Leon Benham - At the EPA meeting, it was made clear that the $300 million funding would 
be going to be spent on border sewage issues and that none of the funds will be used to clean up 
the Valley.  Could the funding be used to increase capacity at the South Bay International Water 
Treatment Plant?  What are the projects on the shopping list for IBWC? 
A:  Daniel Avila - The $300 million funding went to EPA.  USIBWC does not have access to 
those funds, however we are providing input.  EPA is working with the consultant and has 
control of the funds. 

Q:  Leon Benham – Is rehabilitation of the Tijuana River Flood Control Project still under 
consideration by IBWC? 
A:  Xochitl Aranda – The rehab is currently in design and the work will be done in phases for the 
north levee and south levee within the next five years. 
Ramon Macias (Principal Engineer) – We have plans to construct it, as well as a presentation and 
schedule we can provide. 
 
Comment:  Leon Benham – LIDAR shows sediment is filling in.  Concern that sediment has 
caused a problem for the flood conveyance capacity.   Seems like coordination with city, county, 
and IBWC should look at sediment transport. 
 
For general audience: 
At the February 26, 2021 public meeting, EPA announced it will have a public scoping meeting 
on April 20, 2021 at 6-8pm PT.   
The following links are to graphs that show real time flow/discharge data and graphs:  
https://ibwc.gov/wad/013300_a.txt and https://ibwc.gov/wad/_images/013300_Q.pdf 
 
Building Stronger and Healthier Communities presented by Vice Chair Nora Vargas, 
Supervisor for District 1, San Diego County Board of Supervisors: 
 
Introduction: 
Supervisor Vargas shared her story to explain her interests and commitment, rooted in her family 
values and background.  She is the first immigrant, woman of color, Latina on the board.  Born 
in Tijuana, raised in San Diego-Tijuana, she has a binational lens.  For more than 20 years, she 
has dedicated her life to removing barriers for underserved communities.  She was an executive 

https://ibwc.gov/wad/013300_a.txt
https://ibwc.gov/wad/_images/013300_Q.pdf
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with Planned Parenthood for 20 years focused on safe, quality health care for women and their 
families. She was the president at Southwestern College governing board where she focused on 
providing students affordable education and job training.  Her passion of public service is driven 
by improving peoples’ lives in the community.  She has worked on issues in the Tijuana River 
Valley since 1993 when she was a staffer for then-Congressman Bob Filner.  Her priorities 
resolve around creating healthy communities, especially those underserved communities.   
 
Policy Priorities for Environmental Justice: 
To fulfill Ms. Vargas’s promise to address climate crisis, she introduced an environmental justice 
package which included creating a South County Environmental Justice Taskforce.  Pollution in 
South Bay is a public health care crisis.   County is taking environmental/climate justice serious 
in the climate advisory committee they are forming.   She is serving as the Chair of SANDAG 
Transportation Committee.  Through various committees, she can bring a holistic view. 
 
Tijuana River Valley Impacts: 
Since 1931, contamination at the Tijuana River Valley has affected the community.  Her 
advocacy for the Tijuana River Valley includes declaring the cross-border pollution as a public 
health care crisis.  This declaration was adopted unanimously.  It allows the community to see 
the county through a different lens, so she is seeking funding opportunities from this approach as 
well.  The Environmental Justice Taskforce will be a follow-up solution to the environmental 
and long-lasting health impact.  The taskforce will consist of governmental and community 
participation.  It will advocate for resources from many levels of government.  She’s hopeful that 
Health and Human Services Secretary Becerra can help address the issues from a different 
perspective.  She looks forward to collaboration to ensure efforts are successful.  She wants to 
work on federal efforts to support the Border Water Quality Restoration and Protection Act and 
bring more funding into the region.  
 
Community Rooted and Powered: 
A united voice is needed to bring these efforts forward.  Her election was powered by 
community.  We have what it takes to continue this momentum of prioritizing and mitigating any 
further effects on our community and environment.   
 
Contact Information: 
Nora E. Vargas, Vice Chair, County Supervisor, First District, 619-531-5511, 
nora.vargas@sdcounty.ca.gov. 
Rosa Olascoaga Vidal, Policy Advisor, 619-531-5667, rosa.olascoaga@sdcounty.ca.gov. 
Mabi Castro is her Policy Director. 
 
Questions/Answers: 
Commissioner Avila looks forward to setting up a meeting with Supervisor Vargas. 
 
Q:  Leon Benham – Is there a plan to clean up the Tijuana River Valley? 
A:  Nora Vargas - There are viable design options to reduce sediment.  The County doesn’t have 
a say in what the City of San Diego does.  I would work with the city to see if we can invest in 
infrastructure needs and advocate for resources for the clean-up. 
 

mailto:nora.vargas@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:rosa.olascoaga@sdcounty.ca.gov
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Mary Powell comment:  Prefers levees to buying out properties in the flood zones.  It would be 
destructive for the horse/agriculture properties in the valley that have nowhere else to go. 
A:  Nora Vargas – Your point is duly noted. 
 
Q:  Jon Jacobson – What is the plan to have Mexico’s buy-in to solve the Tijuana River Valley 
issue and the Punta Bandera outflow? 
A:  Nora Vargas – Have talked to the Consul General and will continue to work with them to 
find a solution as soon as possible.  She has raised this issue with the Secretary of Health in Baja 
California. 
 
Q:  Dante Garcia – If you were Governor of Baja, what would be your top priorities for helping 
to maintain a better Tijuana River Valley? 
A:  Nora Vargas - Need to make sure there are sufficient resources for the region to upgrade the 
infrastructure.  Look for long-term solutions, no matter who is in power. 
 
Q: Mitchell McKay – Are you accepting nominations to your South County Environmental 
Justice Taskforce? Who is the point of contact? 
A:  Rosa Olascoaga – Yes, please reach out to me at rosa.olascoaga@sdcounty.ca.gov. 
 
Q:  Alex Yakutis – As a member of SANDAG, I look forward to learning what your role is at 
SANDAG and meeting you. 
A:  Nora Vargas – On March 15, I will be joining the committee on litter and talking about 
issues.  Please reach out to Rosa.  I’d love to have a conversation and get your take on it.   
Comment:  Alex Yakutis – Lives in Coronado.  There’s an issue about having restrooms on 
South Beach and clean water.  The Coastal Commission has not been on our side about putting 
facilities on the beach.   
 
 
Comment:  Silvia Calzada – Thanks Nora Vargas.  Resident of National City and native of 
Imperial Beach.  Happy that more is being done.  Thankful for Vivian Moreno for inviting her to 
the meeting.   
 
Public Comment: 
Eric Syverson - Native of Imperial Beach; has lived in the area since 1950.  PB CILA needs 
reliable electricity and more reliable operation.  Mobile pumping systems discussed by Ms. 
Aranda, are detailed in North American Development Bank and Government Accountability 
Office reports which is a positive development.  I could put those into play easily to stop dry 
event flow.  I hear nothing about a beautiful river.  No one ever talks about the river.  Emotional 
about need to restore the river.  Smugglers Gulch was once a great spring and it has been 
destroyed.  The only answer to this is help from Mexico and better management on the American 
side.  I will diligently work to positively affect this situation and hope to enlist help in that effort.   

Stephanie Medina – Environmental Engineer from Tijuana and is currently studying 
environmental management at COLEF (Mexican college).  I remember at the last meeting, the 
approach described of how pollution is being spread across the border from the Mexican side of 
the Pacific Ocean to the US side.  There were some descriptions on how the pollution is traveling 

mailto:rosa.olascoaga@sdcounty.ca.gov
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on the ocean.  But I haven’t heard anything explaining the root causes of this situation.  It is very 
complex.  Recent approach is to build more rain infrastructure, more pumps, canals, treatment 
plants.  We call it gray infrastructure.  I think it would be more useful to consider other factors 
affecting water quality in general like economic activities developed in Tijuana.   Why is water 
contaminated?  We have a lot of industrial activities.  Why are these industries in Tijuana instead 
of the US?  That’s something we may want to consider.  Our regulations are not as strong as on 
your side of the border.  The materials that are being produced here are mainly for US 
consumption.  We have not considered green infrastructure that will filter water into the aquifers.  
We will have better water quality because we’d have the environmental services get rid of some 
of the pollutants.   

Xochitl Aranda – Stephanie Medina, I have some data I can share with you and I’m happy to 
speak with you offline.   

Leon Benham –Our concern in the Valley is flooding issues.  I know that building levees is on 
the way however the underlying cause is sediment.  We need a comprehensive plan to address 
the flooding issues.   

Board Discussion/Suggested Future Agenda Items: 
The next San Diego Citizens Forum will be on July 1, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.  It will be a virtual 
meeting. 

Jill Galvez - Would like to hear the Mexican perspective, their plans to cover the operations and 
maintenance expenses.     Wants to know what their billing structure and fees are like.  Also 
wants to know about the efforts of the interagency task forces on this side of the border who 
could provide the safety net for emergency operations and maintenance if there are problems that 
occur. Mary Powell - Wildcoast has a trash boom net in Los Laureles/Goat Canyon, would like a 
report on how successful that’s been.  Oscar Romo installed trash booms on the US side in 
Matadero/Smuggler Gulch, would also like a report on those as well. 

Mitch McKay - We have anecdotal evidence those booms were not working very well during the 
heaviest flows.  We posted videos of trash lifting a boom and passing underneath it.  I can send 
them to you.   

Mary Powell - Smugglers Gulch is full of trash again. 

Alex Yakutis – We need a good briefing about the EPA process, maybe independent of the EPA.  
I would think our staff would be able to brief on it as well. 

Jon Jacobson – Maybe we could get the EPA consulting engineers to present. 

Karl Bradley – Zoom has an option to record a meeting.  I was wondering if we could record the 
meeting on Teams. 

Jon Jacobson – The meeting can be recorded by the Teams meeting host.   

Doug Liden (EPA) – I will raise up the issue about not recording the meetings.   
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Mary Powell – EPA would be narrowing down the 10 projects by June.  Could we get a status on 
that? 

Doug Liden (EPA) – We’re focused on the largest projects right now.  By June we intend to have 
a preferred alternative selected. Priority is sewage.  We will undergo NEPA process to provide 
input on the preferred alternative.   

Matt Rich via chat: agree that I would like to hear about the Tijuana River Feasibility Study for 
Sediment Basins. Also, I would like to hear more about efforts to prevent pollution from storm 
water flows. 

Chair Jon Jacobson says Jill Galvez will take over as co-chair. 

Suggested Future Agenda Items: 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 ** Meeting notes are tentative and summarize in draft the contents and discussion of 
Citizen Forum meetings.  While these notes are intended to provide a general overview of 
Citizen’s Forum Meetings, they may not necessarily be accurate or complete, and may not 
be representative of USIBWC policy or positions. 











 
 

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION 
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE DIVISION 
SAN DIEGO INTERNATIONAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 

San Diego Field Office • 2995 Clearwater Way • San Diego, California 92154 
(619) 662-7600 • http://www.ibwc.gov 

January 31, 2021 
 
Mr. David Gibson 
Executive Officer 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board    
San Diego Region 
2375 North Side Drive, Suite 100 
San Diego, Ca. 92108  

 
 

SUBJECT: December 2020 Monitoring Results for the South Bay International Wastewater 
 Treatment Plant, San Diego, California, Order No. R9-2014-2009, As Amended 

by Order No. R9-2014-0094, NPDES Permit No. CA0108928 
 
Dear Mr. Gibson:       
 
Enclosed are the December 2020 influent and effluent test results; 6-month median report; and 
December 2020 monthly flow report for the South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(SBIWTP); as well as the December 2020, Monthly Receiving Water Report. 
 
The following were observed during the month of December: 
 

A. There were seventeen exceedances of the NPDES permit: 
 
1. Average daily flow was 28.15 MGD, exceeding the limit of 25.0 MGD (3.15 MGD). 
2. Total Suspended Solids (TSS) removal was 76.6% (increase from November 2020 

67.2%). Still below the 85% required in the permit. 
3. The facility did not achieve the target performance parameter of 85% for 

Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand (CBOD), removal was 84.6%. 
4. The monthly average for CBOD was 34 mg/L, exceeding the limit of 25 mg/L. 
5. The monthly average for CBOD lbs/day was 7,864 lbs/day, exceeding the limit of 

5,213 lbs/day. 
6. The weekly average for CBOD was 48.71 mg/L for the week of the 5th, exceeding the 

limit of 40 mg/L. 
7. The weekly average for CBOD lbs/day was 11,746 lbs/day for the week of the 5th, 

and 8,943 lbs/day for the week of the 12th, exceeding the limit of 8,340 lbs/day. 
8. The monthly average for TSS was 67 mg/L, exceeding the limit of 30 mg/L. 
9. The monthly average for TSS lbs/day was 15,719 lbs/day, exceeding the limit of 

6,255 lbs/day. 
10. The weekly average for TSS was 106 mg/L for the week of the 5th, 71 mg/L for the 

week of the 12th, and 59 mg/L for the 26th, exceeding the limit of 45 mg/L. 
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11. The weekly average for TSS lbs/day was 25,582 lbs/day for the week of the 5th, 
16,500 lbs/day for the week of the 12th, 10,074 lbs/day for the week of the 19th, and 
13,559 lbs/day for the week of the 26th, exceeding the limit of 9,383 mg/L. 
 

B. There were no Acute Toxicity exceedances. 
 

C. There were no Chronic Toxicity exceedances. One result was at the max limit of 95.6 
 

D. The monthly average for Settleable Solids limits were met this month. 
 

E. There were five Type A flow events during the month of December: 
 
1. On 12/15/20 Approximately 589 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain.  
2. On 12/19/20 Approximately 43,354 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain.  
3. On 12/20/20 Approximately 600 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain. 
4. On 12/21/20 Approximately 33,000 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain.  
5. On 12/26/20 Approximately 325,380 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain. 

 
All of the transboundary spills at Stewart’s Drain were due to excessive flows coming from 
Mexico. These events happen when Mexico’s collection system becomes hydraulically 
overloaded during peak hour. Lab results are provided as an attachment in CIWQS. 

 
F. There were 4 Type B dry weather transboundary spills in December 2020, 

which included: 
 

Start Date Date End Volume 
(Gallons) 

Cause 

12/12/2020 11/13/2020 2,920,000 Power outage at Pump Station CILA, backup 
generators not sufficient for all pumps. 

12/16/2020 12/17/2020 2,870,000 Power outage at Pump Station CILA, backup 
generators not sufficient for all pumps. 

12/24/2020 12/24/2020 344,750 Equipment malfunction at Pump Station 1 
required reduced pumping at Pump Station 
CILA, overflows continued in Tijuana River. 

12/26/2020 12/27/2020 777,460 Power outage at Pump Station CILA, backup 
generators not sufficient for all pumps. 

 

G. The following precipitation amount was recorded at the Goat Canyon Pump 
Station during December 2020: 

1. Dec. 28 – 0.48 in.  
 

H. The influent meter was bypassed during the month of December due to a leak in the 
influent line upstream of the meter, which was discovered on April 29, 2017. Repair 
of the leak was scheduled and conducted, however, during the repair it was 
discovered that additional repairs are required. Further evaluation and repair are 
being scheduled. 
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I. Junction Box 1 (JB-1) 72” and 96” valves inoperable, proposals are being developed 

to replace the valves, work expected to be completed in Q3 of FY21. 
 

J. Due to agency’s COVID-19 travel restrictions into Mexico, the seawater samples at 
the three shore stations located south of the USA/Mexico border are presently 
collected by the Comisión Internacional de Limites y Aguas (CILA) and transported 
to the USIBWC for subsequent delivery to the City' s Marine Microbiology Lab.  
Samples from the eight stations located in USA waters are sampled by City staff. 
 

K. South Bay Ocean Outfall Ocean Monitoring Program - 2015 California Ocean Plan 
(Ocean Plan) 
 
1. Eight shore stations (S4, S5, S6, S8, S9, S10, S11, S12) were sampled on Dec 1, 8, 

15, 22, and 29 and all contact water standards were found to be in compliance, which 
includes: 
 
a. Single Sample Maximum (SSM) standard for total coliform bacteria, density not 

to exceed 10,000 CFU/100 mL 
b. SSM standard for fecal coliform bacteria, density not to exceed 400 CFU/100 mL 
c. SSM standard for Enterococcus bacteria, density not to exceed 104 CFU/100 mL 
d. SSM standard for total coliform bacteria and the fecal/total coliform ratio (F:T), 

which states that total coliform density shall not exceed 1,000 CFU/100 mL when 
F:T > 0.1 

 
2. Although the Ocean Plan standards do not apply to these stations, bacteria densities 

exceeded one or more benchmark levels (i.e., total coliforms >10,000 CFU/100mL; 
fecal coliforms >400 CFU/100 mL; Enterococcus > l 04 CFU/100 mL; total >1000 
CFU/100 mL & F:T ratio >0.1) in the seawater samples collected at stations SO, S2, 
and S3 on one or more days during December. Historical analyses of Ocean Plan 
compliance rates for the South Bay outfall shore and kelp monitoring stations, 
combined with the results of satellite imagery data, suggest that outflows from the 
Tijuana River and Los Buenos Creek, as well as surface runoff during or after rain 
events (storms), are likely to be the cause of impacted water quality along the shore 
and in near shore recreational waters in the South Bay region. 

 
3. Seven kelp bed water quality stations (119, 124, 125, 126, 132, 139, 140) were 

sampled on December 1, 7, 15, 21, and 27 and all Ocean Plan contact standards were 
found to be in compliance, which includes: 

 
a. SSM standard for total coliform bacteria, density not to exceed 10,000 CFU/100 

mL 
b. SSM standard for fecal coliform bacteria, density not to exceed 400 CFU/100 mL 
c. SSM standard for Enterococcus bacteria, density not to exceed 104 CFU/100 mL 
d. SSM standard for (F:T), which states that total coliform density shall not exceed 

1,000 CFU/100 mL when F:T > 0.1 
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e. Water column temperatures ranged from 13.5 to 15.7°C. The difference between 
surface and bottom waters ranged from 0.1 to 0.9°C.  

f. Concentrations of chlorophyll ranged from O.82 to 7.14 µg/L at the kelp bed 
stations.  

g. Nothing of sewage origin was observed at any of these kelp stations. 
 
4. 2019 Ocean Plan Water Quality Objectives:  

a. Eight shore stations (S4, S5, S6, S8, S9, S10, S11, S12) were found to be in 
compliance with Statistical Threshold Value standard for Enterococcus bacteria, 
which states that Enterococcus density shall not exceed 110 CFU/100 mL in more 
than 10% of samples per month 

b. Seven kelp bed water quality stations (119, 124, 125, 126, 132, 139, 140) were 
found to be in compliance with Statistical Threshold Value standard for 
Enterococcus bacteria, which states that Enterococcus density shall not exceed 
110 CFU/100 mL in more than 10% of samples per month. 

 
I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under 
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of 
the person or persons who manage the system or those persons directly responsible for 
gathering the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, 
accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false 
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. 
 
If you require any additional information, please contact Mr. Gilbert Anaya, at (915) 832-4702.  
 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
  

Xochitl Aranda 
Chief, Operations and Maintenance Division 

 
 
 
Enclosures as Stated: 
cc: Elizabeth Borowiec, EPA 

Gilbert Anaya 
                Xochitl Aranda 
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INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION 
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE DIVISION 
SAN DIEGO INTERNATIONAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
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February 28, 2021 

 

Mr. David Gibson 

Executive Officer 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board    

San Diego Region 

2375 North Side Drive, Suite 100 

San Diego, Ca. 92108  

 

 

SUBJECT: January 2021 Monitoring Results for the South Bay International Wastewater 

 Treatment Plant, San Diego, California, Order No. R9-2014-2009, As Amended 

by Order No. R9-2014-0094, NPDES Permit No. CA0108928 

 

Dear Mr. Gibson:       

 

Enclosed are the January 2021 influent and effluent test results; 6-month median report; and 

January 2021 monthly flow report for the South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant 

(SBIWTP); as well as the January 2021 Monthly Receiving Water Report. 

 

The following were observed during the month of January: 

 

A. The average daily flow was 24.32 MGD, Permit limit is 25 MGD. 

B. There were no Acute Toxicity exceedances. 

C. There were no Chronic Toxicity exceedances. 

D. The facility achieved the target performance parameter of 85% for Carbonaceous 

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (CBOD) removal was 91.9%. 

E. Total Suspended Solids (TSS) removal was 87.6%. Permit limit is >85% 

F. The monthly average for CBOD was 23 mg/L. Permit limit is 25 mg/L 

G. The monthly average for CBOD lbs/day was 4,744 lbs/day Permit limit is 5,213 lbs/day 

H. There were 9 exceedances of the NPDES Permit: 

 

1. The weekly average for CBOD was 64.27 mg/L for the week of the 30th, exceeding 

the limit of 40 mg/L. 

2. The weekly average for CBOD lbs/day was 13,274 lbs/day for the week of the 30th, 

exceeding the limit of 8,340 lbs/day. 

3. The monthly average for TSS was 46 mg/L exceeding the limit of 30 mg/L. 

4. The monthly average for TSS lbs/day was 9,175 lbs/day exceeding the limit of 6,255 

lbs/day. 

5. The weekly average for TSS was 149 mg/L for the week of the 30th, exceeding the 

limit of 45 mg/L. 

6. The weekly average for TSS lbs/day was 29,353 lbs/day for the week of the 30th, 
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exceeding the limit of 9,383 mg/L. 

7. The monthly average for Settleable Solids was <1.84 mL/L exceeding the limit of 1.0 

mL/L. 

8. The weekly average for Settleable Solids was <7.71 mL/L exceeding the limit of 1.5 

mL/L. 

9. The instantaneous maximum for Settleable Solids was 38 mL/L on the 29th, 

exceeding the limit of 3.0 mL/L. 

 

I. There were five Type A flow events during the month of January 2021: 
 

1. On 1/15/21 Approximately 15,700 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain. 

2. On 1/16/21 Approximately 980 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain. 

3. On 1/17/21 Approximately 13,160 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain. 

4. On 1/18/21 Approximately 12,400 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain. 

5. On 1/21/21 Approximately 185,000 gallons overflowed Stewart’s Drain. 

 

All of the transboundary spills at Stewart’s Drain were due to excessive flows coming from 

Mexico. These events happen when Mexico’s collection system becomes hydraulically 

overloaded during peak hour. Lab results are provided as an attachment in CIWQS. 

 

J. There were two Type B dry weather transboundary flows in January 2021, 

which included: 

 

Start Date Date End Volume 

(Gallons) 

Cause 

01/01/21 01/17/21 707,543,000 After storm event ending on 12/29/20, runoff 
from watershed continued to flow in the 
Tijuana River beyond the capacity of Pump 
Station CILA  

01/28/21 01/28/21 62,640,000 After storm event ending on 1/25/21 runoff 

from watershed continued to flow in the 

Tijuana River beyond the capacity of Pump 

Station CILA 

 

K. The following precipitation amount was recorded at the Goat Canyon Pump 

Station during January 2021: 

1. Jan. 21 – 0.04 in.  
2. Jan. 23 – 0.36 in. 
3. Jan. 24 – 0.28 in.  
4. Jan. 25 – 0.16 in.  
5. Jan. 28 – 0.04 in. 
6. Jan. 29 – 1.00 in.  

 

 
L. The influent meter was bypassed during the month of January due to a leak in the 

influent line upstream of the meter, which was discovered on April 29, 2017. Repair 
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of the leak was scheduled and conducted, however, during the repair it was 
discovered that additional repairs are required. Further evaluation and repair are 
being scheduled. 
 

M. Junction Box 1 (JB-1) 72” and 96” valves inoperable, proposals are being developed 
to replace the valves, work expected to be completed in Q3 of FY21. 
 

N. Due to agency’s COVID-19 travel restrictions into Mexico, the seawater samples at 

the three shore stations located south of the USA/Mexico border are presently 

collected by the Comisión Internacional de Limites y Aguas (CILA) and transported 

to the USIBWC for subsequent delivery to the City' s Marine Microbiology Lab.  

Samples from the eight stations located in USA waters are sampled by City staff. 

 

O. South Bay Ocean Outfall Ocean Monitoring Program - 2015 California Ocean Plan 

(Ocean Plan) 

 

1. Eight shore stations (S4, S5, S6, S8, S9, S10, S11, S12) were sampled on January 5, 

12, 19, and 26 and tested for compliance of the following Ocean Plan contact 

standards: 

 

a. Single Sample Maximum (SSM) standard for total coliform bacteria, density not 

to exceed 10,000 CFU/100 mL 

b. SSM standard for fecal coliform bacteria, density not to exceed 400 CFU/100 mL 

c. SSM standard for Enterococcus bacteria, density not to exceed 104 CFU/100 mL  

d. SSM standard for total coliform bacteria and the fecal/total coliform ratio (F:T), 

which states that total coliform density shall not exceed 1,000 CFU/100 mL when 

F:T > 0.1 

 

2. In the first sample obtained on January 5, S6, S8, S9, S11, and S12 were found to be 

in compliance, however, there were exceedances of all contact standards in S4, S5, 

and S10. 

3. S4, S5, and S10 were resampled on January 7, 8, and 10 and continued to be in 

exceedance, with sewage-like odors detected during visual observations on various 

sampling dates. 

4. In the samples obtained on January 12, there were exceedances of all contact 

standards in S5 only; the remaining 7 shore stations were found to be in compliance. 

5. Shore station S5 was resampled on January 14 and was found to be in compliance 

with all contact standards. 

6. In the samples obtained on January 19, all shore stations were found to be in 

compliance. 

7. In the samples obtained on January 26, S5 had exceedances in all four contact 

standards and S10 had exceedances in contact standards (b), (c), and (d). 

8. S5 and S10 were resampled on January 28 and S5 was found to be in compliance with 

contact standards (a) and (d), with exceedance in (b) and (c) and S10 had exceedances 

in all four standards. 

9. S5 and S10 were resampled on January 30 and S5 was in compliance with standard 

(a) only and S10 continued exceedances in all four standards. 
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10. Although the Ocean Plan standards do not apply to these stations, bacteria densities 

exceeded one or more benchmark levels (i.e., total coliforms >10,000 CFU/100mL; 

fecal coliforms >400 CFU/100 mL; Enterococcus > l 04 CFU/100 mL; total >1000 

CFU/100 mL & F:T ratio >0.1) in the seawater samples collected at stations SO, S2, 

and S3 on one or more days during January. Historical analyses of Ocean Plan 

compliance rates for the South Bay outfall shore and kelp monitoring stations, 

combined with the results of satellite imagery data, suggest that outflows from the 

Tijuana River and Los Buenos Creek, as well as surface runoff during or after rain 

events (storms), are likely to be the cause of impacted water quality along the shore 

and in near shore recreational waters in the South Bay region. 

 

11. Seven kelp bed water quality stations (119, 124, 125, 126, 132, 139, 140) were 

sampled on January 5, 13, 19, and 27 and tested for compliance of the following 

Ocean Plan contact standards: 

 

a. SSM standard for total coliform bacteria, density not to exceed 10,000 CFU/100 

mL 

b. SSM standard for fecal coliform bacteria, density not to exceed 400 CFU/100 mL 

c. SSM standard for Enterococcus bacteria, density not to exceed 104 CFU/100 mL 

d. SSM standard for (F:T), which states that total coliform density shall not exceed 

1,000 CFU/100 mL when F:T > 0.1 

 

12. In the first sample obtained January 5, all stations were in compliance except for 

station I19, which was found to be in exceedance of standards (a) through (d). 

13. In the second sample obtained on January 13, all stations were in compliance except 

for station I19, which was found to be in exceedance of standards (b) through (d).  

14. In the third sample obtained on January 19, all stations were in compliance. 

15. In the fourth sample obtained on January 27, there were several exceedances, with 

full compliance only in stations I32 and I39. 

16. Water column temperatures ranged from 12.8 to 14.8°C. The difference between 

surface and bottom waters ranged from 0.1 to 0.9°C.  

17. Concentrations of chlorophyll ranged from 0.33 to 5.87 µg/L at the kelp bed stations.  

 

P. 2019 Ocean Plan Water Quality Objectives 

1.  

a. Five shore stations (S6, S8, S9, S11, S12) were found to be in compliance with 

Statistical Threshold Value standard for Enterococcus bacteria, which states that 

Enterococcus density shall not exceed 110 CFU/100 mL in more than 10% of 

samples per month 

b. Two kelp bed water quality stations (132 and 139) were found to be in 

compliance with Statistical Threshold Value standard for Enterococcus bacteria, 

which states that Enterococcus density shall not exceed 110 CFU/100 mL in more 

than 10% of samples per month. 

 

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under 

my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 



 

 

 

San Diego Field Office • 2995 Clearwater Way • San Diego, California 92154 

(619) 662-7600 • http://www.ibwc.gov 

personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of 

the person or persons who manage the system or those persons directly responsible for 

gathering the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, 

accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false 

information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. 

 

If you require any additional information, please contact Mr. Gilbert Anaya, at (915) 832-4702.  

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

  

Xochitl Aranda 

Acting Principal Engineer of Operations 

 
 

 

Enclosures as Stated: 

cc: Elizabeth Borowiec, EPA 

Gilbert Anaya 

                Xochitl Aranda 
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