
USIBWC Citizens Forum  
Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve 

Imperial Beach, California 
December 1, 2016  

*Tentative Meeting Notes

Board Members in Attendance: 
Rick van Schoik, North American Research Partnerships  
Ed Spriggs, City of Imperial Beach 
Sierra Graves, San Diego State University  
Roger Kube, Surfrider 
Antonio Martinez, Public Relations Director of San Ysidro Community Health Centers 
Marisa Quiroz, International Community Foundation 

USIBWC Staff in attendance: 
Steve Smullen, Area Operations Manager, USIBWC 

Members of the public in attendance:  
Emma Reese, Tijuana River Valley Equestrian Association 
Mike McCoy, Southwest Wetlands Interpretive Association  
Blair Crossman, Wildcoast 
Ana Eguiarte, Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Jim  Nakagawa, City of Imperial Beach  
Raquel Maden, Senator Ben Hueso’s Office 
Stephanie Allen, Office of Congressman Vargas 
Chris Helmer, City of Imperial Beach  
Carlos Sanchez, resident 
Zeke Mazur, resident 
Javier Heras, resident 

Welcoming Remarks:  
At 6:30PM, Citizens Forum Co-Chair Ed Spriggs convened the meeting. He welcomed the group and 
asked the Board Members to introduce themselves and allowed the audience to introduce themselves, too. 

Mr. Spriggs introduced the first presenter, Mr. Roger Kube of Surfrider.   

Presentation one—Surfrider Foundation’s No Border Sewage Committee Tijuana River 
Watershed Tour, Roger Kube, Advisory Committee Member of the San Diego Chapter of 
Surfrider 

Mr. Kube gave an overview of the mission of the Surfriders No Border Sewage (NBS) Committee and a 
brief summary of a tour of the Tijuana River Watershed that was conducted in April of 2016 for NBS 
members and other invitees.   

The tour guide from the Tijuana side was Margarita Diaz of Proyecto Fronterizo.  Mr. Kube stated that 
the population of Tijuana has burgeoned from 22,000 in 1940 to nearly 1.1 million in 1990, much of that 
due to the North American Free Trade Agreement. The exploding population led to increased wastewater 
flows in the Tijuana River, which has been largely controlled by the South Bay International Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (SBIWTP) in San Diego, however there are still intermittent cross border flows and 



partially treated discharges from the San Antonio de los Buenos wastewater treatment plant directly to the 
surf approximately nine miles south of the border. This outflow occasionally causes odor and 
discoloration of ocean water in Playas de Tijuana and extreme southern beach locations in the US.   
 
Slides included visits to the largest conservation area in the city of Tijuana on the Rio Alamar; a 
decentralized wastewater treatment system in central Tijuana called Eco Parque; and the discharge from 
San Antonio de los Buenos in Los Buenos Creek.  Mr. Kube also presented a slide developed by CESPT, 
the Tijuana water utility, showing the various flow paths from treatment plants to Pump Station One and 
the SBIWTP, and hence to the ocean.   
 
Mike McCoy asked if some of the treatment plants shown were the Japanese Credit Plants.  Mr. Kube 
replied yes, and Steve Smullen clarified that the Arturo Herrera and La Morita plants were the Japanese 
plants.  Mr. Kube said that there was another one which was only 60-70% built out before funding ran 
out.  Steve Smullen said this was Tecolote – La Gloria. 
 
Chris Helmer brought up the dye study conducted by Scripps in 2015, which was an effort to better 
characterize near shore flows which had not been sufficiently addressed in the  
original study conducted by Scripps as part of the Surfrider Consent Decree in 2008.   
 
The 2008 Scripps study resulted in the development and use of the Southern California Coastal Ocean 
Observing System (SCCOOS) plume tracker. Mr. Helmer stated that Falk Fedderson of Scripps had 
presented the results to a group in Imperial Beach in August.  Fedderson postulated that under unique 
conditions of south swell and south winds, the discharge plume from San Antonio de los Buenos could 
potentially travel to the border in 8-12 hours.   
 
Both Antonio Martinez and Ed Spriggs stated that much more work would need to be done and that only 
limited conclusions could be drawn from the study results which was essentially a “snapshot” taken under 
one set of environmental conditions, especially if a binational solution was to be contemplated.   Mr. 
Helmer brought up the SCCOOS website to show the audience that this was something that was being 
used at present by agencies in the US to track coastal pollution.  
 
Presentation two—Tijuana River Action Month 2016, Results and Observations, and  
Marine Debris Clean-up and Reduction Program—Ana Eguiarte, Binational Liaison, Tijuana 
River National Estuarine Research Reserve (TRNERR) 
 
Mr. Spriggs introduced Ana Eguiarte and Chris Peregrin who teamed up to present the results of the 2016 
Tijuana River Action Month (TRAM) event as well as a summary of the Marine Debris grant to 
TRNERR.   
 
They recently presented the TRAM results at an Economic and Environmental conference in Mexicali 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Peregrin mentioned that prior to the advent of TRAM, 
cleanups had been scheduled throughout the year, but due to complications with nesting birds and the 
rainy season, the events were forced into a timeframe of September/October, and in fact it could be 
considered now to be a Tijuana River Action Two Months.    
 
Ms. Eguiarte presented the results of the 2016 efforts, which included nearly 2,900 participants on both 
sides of the border; 2,500 in Mexico and 360 in the U.S.  Approximately 22,000 lbs of trash were 
collected in Mexico and 42,000 lbs. in the US for a total of 64,000 lbs.  Only 29 tires were collected.    
 
An audience member wanted to know why there were so many participants in Mexico but so much less 
trash was collected than in the U.S.  Ms. Eguiarte said that much of the Mexico effort was dedicated to 

https://www.ibwc.gov/Files/CF_SBIWTP_Marine_Debris.pdf
https://www.ibwc.gov/Files/CF_SBIWTP_TRAM_120117.pdf


beach cleanups in which the trash was very small – such as cigarette butts and the like.  The lack of tires 
collected was attributed to the fact that a grant made to Wildcoast earlier in the year for tire recycling 
resulted in collection of most of the tires.   There was significant work done along the border, especially 
in Tecate and also in the upper part of the Tijuana watershed.  Mr. Peregrin gave kudos to Nicole 
Gagliardo of Surfrider for her outstanding work on the TRAM poster for 2016. 
  
Mr. Peregrin and Ms. Eguiarte gave an update on the marine debris grant from NOAA. The first task is to 
enhance existing trash collection infrastructure using community-based cleanup efforts planned through 
TRAM.   
 
The second goal is to reduce and prevent future debris spread through binational/bidirectional education 
using an extensive volunteer base, with a focus on controlling proliferation of single use plastic and 
Styrofoam.  An important part of this goal is to interview agencies and nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) on both sides of the border, so that impediments to control in Mexico and lessons learned in the 
US from waste reduction methodologies can be transferred in a bidirectional way to both Californias, 
thereby increasing the knowledge base in both countries, and hopefully building a momentum that will 
result in new controls such as recycling and product bans.     
 
Ms. Eguiarte mentioned that the Ocean Friendly Restaurants certifications were an example of this – that 
it had been initiated on the U.S. side by Surfrider and had been extended to the Mexican side through the 
efforts of Proyecto Fronterizo.  Mr. Kube mentioned that the restaurant program on the Mexico side was 
actually more stringent than the one on the U.S. side.  After interviews are conducted, then workshops 
would be conducted as part of the third goal, to better understand barriers and to facilitate cross border 
tech transfer.   
 
A fourth goal is to inventory training efforts and topics in areas of waste product reuse.  And perhaps the 
most important goal is to educate volunteers to carry the message to children, young adults and the 
general public. An audience member associated with Surfrider commented that there were many failures 
before the current plastic bag ban in California became a reality and that Surfrider had been working 
tirelessly on implementing a ban since 2008.  
 
Public Comment 
No public comments were made.   
 
Board Discussion and Suggested Future Agenda Items 
Board comments include Antonio Martinez thanking Mr. Kube and NBS Committee’s members for all 
the work being done on that issue. Suggestions for new topics at future Citizens Forum meetings 
included: 

1) Minute 320 updates from the three committee chairs for water quality, sediment and solid 
waste. Steve Smullen mentioned that there were not chairs identified by Mexico for the 
groups, although the U.S. had a chair for sediment (Chris Peregrin) and one for water quality 
(Hiram Sarabia of the Regional Board).   Chris Peregrin thought that some sort of Minute 320 
update should be done at every Citizens Forum meeting.  Mike McCoy asked if Minute 320 
funding had to be authorized by Congress.  Steve Smullen said that it would have to be 
authorized for any new, large project identified. 

2) Groundwater presentation for the upcoming World Water Congress Session Panel on 
Transboundary Groundwater Governance in Cancun in May.  Rick van Schoik said that 
California was the only state that did not participate in the binational study initiated by the 
transboundary groundwater legislation sponsored by Senator Jeff Bingaman, and he hoped 
that there would be some binational participation by both of the Californias.  Steve Smullen 



suggested that Wes Danskin of U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) would be a good choice for 
speaker at a future Citizens Forum meeting. 

3) Marisa Quiroz suggested that we have a presenter who has worked on the Colorado River 
Delta and Minute 319 issues.  Steve Smullen and Ed Spriggs stated that this was not really an 
issue for the San Diego Citizens Forum but was probably more suited to the Yuma Citizens 
Forum.  Ms. Quiroz stated that drought is a concern to the Californias and this was echoed by 
Mike McCoy who was in favor of the topic, since all the water in Tijuana is from the 
Colorado River, and thus Tijuana’s water supply is affected by drought. 

4) Antonio Martinez suggested, as he has done in past Citizens Forum meetings, to have a 
discussion on illegal dumping in Tijuana.  What can be done to identify these and prompt the 
authorities to address the problem?  Ed Spriggs said it would be a good idea to address both 
sides of the border on this issue.  Chris Helmer suggested inviting Jennifer Hazard of Alta 
Tierra to speak as Alta Tierra had a grant several years ago to identify illegal dumpsites as 
well as to track trash paths crossing the border.  Chris Peregrin thought that this was a success 
story due to the fact that there were actual shutdowns/cleanups of some of the illegal dumps 
by Mexico as a result of the study. 

5) Citizens Forum meetings for 2017 were scheduled for March 2, June 1, September 7 and 
December 7. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
*Meeting notes are tentative and summarize in draft the contents and discussion of Citizens Forum 
Meetings.  While these notes are intended to provide a general overview of Citizens Forum Meetings, 
they may not necessarily be accurate or complete, and may not be representative of USIBWC policy or 
positions. 
 
 
 


