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USIBWC UPPER RIO GRANDE CITIZENS FORUM BOARD 

MEETING ON JULY 18 

 
For immediate release  

July 12, 2024  

 

The United States Section of the International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) 

Upper Rio Grande Citizens Forum board will host an in-person and virtual public meeting on July 

18, 2024, from 6:30-8:30 MDT.  

 

Enrique Ornelas, Deputy Regional Manager, USIBWC Upper Rio Grande Field Office, will 

give a presentation on “Sediment Disposal Program Updates.”  

 

Genevieve Allan, Planning Group Supervisor, Water Management Division, Albuquerque 

Area Office, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, will present on “Reclamations Grant Opportunities and 

Drought Resilience Efforts in the Rio Grande Project.”  

 

The public meeting will be held in person at:  

Doña Ana County Government Center, Commission Chambers  

845 N. Motel Blvd., Las Cruces, NM 88007  

 

The public meeting will also be held virtually. To join the Microsoft Teams meeting, go to 

this link. Click on the “Join” button. If you do not have Teams installed on the device you will use to 

attend the meeting, it will work through any internet browser. If possible, it may be helpful for you 

to test connectivity on your own prior to the meeting by clicking on the “Join” link and ensuring 

your camera and microphone are functioning. Or join by phone: +1 872-240-1286. Phone conference 

ID: 273 915 756#  

 

For those connecting via phone, the presentations will be available before the start of the 

meeting. Go to the Upper Rio Grande Citizens Forum page RESCHEDULED: Upper Rio Grande 

Citizens Forum: July 18, 2024, 6:30-8:30 p.m. MDT. - IBWC 

 

If you would like to speak during the public comment period, please sign up ahead of time by 

contacting Frank Fisher at frank.fisher@ibwc.gov or 915-494-6027 by noon on July 16, 2024.  

 

News Media Contacts:  

Frank Fisher  

frank.fisher@ibwc.gov  

915-494-6027  

https://www.ibwc.gov/meeting/rescheduled-upper-rio-grande-citizens-forum-july-18-2024-630-830-p-m-mdt/
https://www.ibwc.gov/meeting/rescheduled-upper-rio-grande-citizens-forum-july-18-2024-630-830-p-m-mdt/


 

USIBWC UPPER RIO GRANDE CITIZENS FORUM 

Thursday July 18, 6:30-8:30 MDT 

Doña Ana County Government Center, Commission Chambers 

845 N. Motel Blvd., Las Cruces, NM 88007 

And via Teams Webinar 

Agenda 

 

• Welcome and Introductions – Co-Chairs  

 

• “Sediment Disposal Program Updates” - Enrique Ornelas, Deputy Regional Manager, 

USIBWC Upper Rio Grande Field Office  

 

• “Reclamations Grant Opportunities and Drought Resilience Efforts in the Rio Grande 

Project” - Genevieve Allan, Planning Group Supervisor, Albuquerque Area Office, U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation  

 

• Public Comment  

 

• Board Discussion  

 

• Suggested Future Agenda Items  

 

If you have a disability that you wish to self-identify confidentially that requires  

accommodation, please advise us ahead of time. For more information call 915-494-6027 or email 

frank.fisher@ibwc.gov.  

 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device: https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting_NzBiNzhkZDItNzJjOC00MDc5LWFjOWQtNDUzODhiZDMxY2E4%40threa

d.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%221df28995-afdd-476f-979d-

217597f1871d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225f2bc85c-79de-4b8c-900d-956f4383fe3f%22%7d 

 

Meeting ID: 252 341 207 558  

Passcode: aaxSSm  

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 872-240-1286,,273915756# United States  

Phone conference ID: 273 915 756# 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzBiNzhkZDItNzJjOC00MDc5LWFjOWQtNDUzODhiZDMxY2E4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%221df28995-afdd-476f-979d-217597f1871d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225f2bc85c-79de-4b8c-900d-956f4383fe3f%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzBiNzhkZDItNzJjOC00MDc5LWFjOWQtNDUzODhiZDMxY2E4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%221df28995-afdd-476f-979d-217597f1871d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225f2bc85c-79de-4b8c-900d-956f4383fe3f%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzBiNzhkZDItNzJjOC00MDc5LWFjOWQtNDUzODhiZDMxY2E4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%221df28995-afdd-476f-979d-217597f1871d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225f2bc85c-79de-4b8c-900d-956f4383fe3f%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzBiNzhkZDItNzJjOC00MDc5LWFjOWQtNDUzODhiZDMxY2E4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%221df28995-afdd-476f-979d-217597f1871d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225f2bc85c-79de-4b8c-900d-956f4383fe3f%22%7d


UNITED STATES SECTION

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION

Enrique Ornelas, Deputy Regional Manager
Upper Rio Grande Field Office 

Upper Rio Grande Citizens Forum: July 18, 2024

Sediment Disposal Program Updates



Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION

HATCH, NM  FLOOD OF 2006
(Source: USACE-Albuquerque District)



Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION

La Union, NM Flooding After Heavy Rains  August 2021
(Source: Las Cruces Sun News)



Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION

   

PRE-EXISTING PROGRAM



Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION

New Program &Primary Goals

• The new program needed to get rid of paper and incorporate technology. Have a 
digital form where a potential customer does not have to travel to the field office.

• Getting rid of the requirement for a wet signature.

• An internal team from IBWC which included staff from Legal, Safety, O&M and 
others, got together to create a digital cost agreement to achieve the desired goals.

• Storage, tracking, and follow up a lot more efficient.

• The digital site is up and running. QR code and Links  
https://forms.office.com/g/uPYMnuP7Kd 

https://forms.office.com/g/uPYMnuP7Kd


Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION
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Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION

SEDIMENT STOCKPILE LOCATIONS
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Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border
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UNITED STATES SECTION

FY 24 STRATEGY



Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION

PATH FORWARD

• Heavy Equipment
• Catch Up
• Sediment Strategy



Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION

Thank you



Providing binational solutions along the U.S.-Mexico Border

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES SECTION

QUESTIONS ?
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